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Internationalization of Japanese Language Institutes

: A Case Study in Kansai, Japan

Wu Xinwei

In this study, the researcher focuses on the problem of the internationalization of
education in the field of Japanese language institutes which designated as a pre—college
level in Japan. Acquisition of Japanese language ability is essential for international
students who want to enter higher education institutions, as well as to achieve future career
success. Japanese language institutes play a key role in training the basis of the language
and preparing them for their future career route (shinro) in Japan.

According to data published by Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO), the number of
international students in this country reached a high record of 267,042 as of May 2017

increase by 27, 755 persons (11.6%) compared with the result of last year, bringing it well
on its way to achieving the target of “300, 000 International Student Plan” (MEXT) by 2020.
According to the latest data reported by JASSO (2017), 29.4% of international students
enrolled in Japanese language school. With continuous increase of international students
in Japan, the number of Japanese language schools has increased as well. The number of
Japanese language institutes in the country has reportedly risen from 461 in 2011 to about
680 as of April, 2018, the students come from about 101 different countries (NISSHINKYO,
2018).

Previous studies discussed Japan’ s internationalization of education have largely
focused on the higher education sector. With the expansion of language institutes, little
discussion in academia is conducted to understand the internationalization process of
Japanese language institutes. This study focuses on a group of international students in
language institutes who expect to enter universities and other higher educational
institutes in Japan. It hopes to interpret the internationalization of Japanese language
institutes by examining the implement of curriculum and student support, views of
interpretation from faculty members’ understanding and opinions of the
internationalization, and students’ experience of language course, daily life in Japan,
and preparations for entering higher education institutions (Shingaku) in Japan.

The approach the researcher adopts to solve the problem is by conducting a case study

with a qualitative methodology. The obtain results provide an introduction of the curriculum
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and the student support they provide in Japanese language institutes, they will also address
the interaction and understanding of internationalization in the institute. Finally, it
is likely that the results gained from this study will help to supplement to future studies
in the field of Japan’ s internationalization of education, especially the studies that

focus on Japanese language institute sector.
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