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RESEARCH ARTICLE

Exclusion and Inclusion of Immigrant
Students in Public Education: A Comparative

Study of Five High Schools

Huijing NIE, Kei YAMAWAKI, Yukari ENOI, Yigiong
WANG, Rennan OKAWA, Kousuke YAMAMOTO,
Tomoko ISHIKAWA

Abstract

This paper aims to examine the exclusion and inclusion of immigrant students in
Japanese public education system from three perspectives, focusing on five different types of
high schools. In previous studies, "social integration” and "cultural security” have been used
to describe the exclusion and inclusion of immigrant students. However, even though these
two perspectives are achieved, it cannot change the situation that immigrant students are
considered in subordinate positions. Therefore, this paper takes "participation” as the third
perspective to reconsider exclusion and inclusion of immigrant students. We conducted
semi-structured interviews with students and teachers in five schools and fieldwork in
the schools to consider the exclusion and inclusion. We have depicted the hard aspects of
participation represented by school management plans, social integration and inherited
cultural guarantee efforts, and the soft aspects of participation in terms of students school

experiences. Finally, implications are presented.

Keywords : immigrant students, exclusion and inclusion, comparison study of
high schools
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