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RESEARCH NOTE

The Idea of "Reforming Nature" and Symbiosis/Kyosei between
Nature and Human : Focusing on the Opinions of the Opponents
of the Dam Construction in Sagara Village, Kumamoto Prefecture

Mayuko IWAMOTO, Lingyan YANG, Rennan
OKAWA, Miwa SASAKI, Yigiong WANG

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to examine the kyosei (symbiosis/ between humans
and nature), and the related kyosei (coexistence) between humans, by using the example
of the anti-dam opposition movement in the Kumagawa River in Sagara Village and
Hitoyoshi City, Kumamoto Prefecture.

Specifically, this paper asked residents who were anti dam construction through
interview. We managed to discover the dam’s existence, which is a symbol of modern
industry's theory of nature that “remodel nature to suit human needs and eliminates the
threat of nature’, have what kind of meaning among the opposing residents. As a result, in
the interviews conducted this time, there were no opponents who did not approve of any
merit of the construction of the dam, and it also found that the opponents had complicated
conflicts emotion towards the dam.

Residents are strongly concerned that the dam construction will weaken the
connection with the river, and they are distrustful of the administration that does not
respond to the residents’ request to reconsider the dam plan.

The purpose is to clarify what elements of dams are intertwined and what kind of
conflicts appear, the complexity of dam problems, the reasons for opposition to anti-dam
construction, and the causes of conflict with the government.

It was found that many anti-dam residents, did not express their true opinions
towards the dam while they considered their relationship with pro-dam residences. We
were able to confirm that there are complex conflicts deep down inside, and that the
relationships between dams, rivers, humans, as well as relationship between humans are

diverse and complex when they talked about dams.

Keywords : 2020 Kyushu floods, kumagawa river (Kumamoto), development
issues, flood control, anti-dam movement, symbiosis (kyosei)
between nature and human
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